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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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S Dana Harsh, Chair                                   Fern Bethard , Seretary

740-835-6491                                      (740)634-2799               
dharsh1958@yahoo.com                       ferncreekhandweaving@live.com              

             
Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, , Co Chair

740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645
jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Joe & P.J. Gordy, Board                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor
President & Vice President                               740-851-9127

                 740-634-2470                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net
p  jhunny@bright.net                                                                

   February 8, 2018 Meeting Minutes
            The first meeting of the year was a fun and interesting one.  It began with a great meal provided
by our own members who are all wonderful cooks.

Dana brought the meeting to order and recapped the election results of the officers for 2018.  
He also introduced new members Jay and Marsha Cook and Mary Jane, Kate and Tim's cousin.  There 
was a brief discussion of local wildlife, coyotes, eagle sighting, finding deer antler "sheds" and more. It
helps us to get through our cabin fever when we can get outside and wander our woods. Treasurer Jim 
reported that we maintain solvency and have enough for one camp scholarship this year.

Our program leader for the evening, Betsy Pierson, started things off with a brief synopsis of 
beekeeping.  Members Dana, Ramie, and John B. each brought with them all the major equipment used
in beekeeping.  They each in turn described the use of the items and explained in detail the hows and 
whys of bee behavior.  This included 5 different types of hives, protective gear for the beekeeper, and 
honey extraction methods.

Betsy and panel also touched on colony collapse, pests, diseases, and predators, as well as 
things that we, as landowners can do to promote healthy honey bee habitat.

After this wonderful collaborative presentation, Dana mentioned next month's meeting on 

Forest Health to be presented by David Apsley, Natural Resource Specialist with OSU. Jim asked for a 
show of hands of folks interested in attending our May meeting at the Cooperage in Jackson Ohio, 
including a tour of the facility. It was unanimously accepted by the members.

The meeting was brought to a close with a motion to adjourn by Tim S on behalf of the 
indomitable Joe Gordy, who was unable to attend.

Wishing everyone a relaxing walk in the woods or just an hour or two of sitting out on the 
porch.  Fern Beathard.

 



S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester
Vinton, Ross

740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester
Jackson, Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester
Fayette, Clinton, Highland, Pike,

 Fayette
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester
Athens, Morgan, Washington,

Athens
740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Stephen Rist, DNR Forester
Madison, Pickaway

740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
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A Day in the Woods Tentative Program Schedule for 2018

February 5, 2018 
by David Apsley 

March 23th – Bonus-Sky Dance– Program on the American Woodcock. Starting at 6:30 
PM. Space is limited, No Registration fee; Jackson County Ohio near Coalton. Learn 
about the biology and ecology of the American woodcock (a.k.a. timberdoodle). If 
weather cooperates observe one of nature’s oddest spectacles, the mating ritual of the 
male timberdoodle

May 11th – Non-timber Forest Products & Wildflowers (Edibles). 9 am to 3:30 pm; 
Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Learn about spring wildflowers 
and some of the edible and medicinal plants and fungi that are found in the spring 
woods.

June 8th – Breeding Birds. 8 am start time to enhance bird view opportunities. Vinton 
Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Start the day exploring the Vinton Furnace
for song birds. Learn to ID by song. Learn about breeding bird ecology and the 
important role that breeding birds play.

July 13th – Tree & Shrub Identification. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Location to be determined. 
Registration fee $12. Learn the basics of Tree and shrub identification with a focus on
leaves and summer characteristics.

August 10th – Introduction to Woodland Stewardship Opportunities. 9 am to 3:30 pm. 
Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. This program will focus on 
techniques and resources available to enhance your woodland resources.

September 14th – Timber Harvesting. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Zaleski State Forest– Zaleski CCC
Camp. Registration fee $12. Visit an active or recently closed timber sale. Learn how 
to make sure that your timber harvest is compatible with the goals that you have for 
your woodland.

October 12th – Fall Treasures in Your Woodland. Fungi, Lichens and more… 9 am to 
3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Explore the forest in 
search of fungi, lichens and other organisms that are present in the fall. Learn about 
the ecology and function of these often overlooked organisms.

November 9th – Understanding Woodland Wildlife Habitat & Critters that Rely on it. 
9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Learn about the 
various woodland wildlife habitats that can be found in Appalachian Ohio. Discover 
techniques that you can use to monitor the habitat in your woods.

A SATURDAY in the WOODS – Family Event. Date to be Determined. Noon to 9:30 pm.
Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee to be determined. We have not worked 
out the details yet, but we are planning to offer a Saturday event kids from 1 to 100. 
This event will provide multiple opportunities to explore the forest and its       
inhabitants. We hope to end the day with a night program focusing on night skies and 
nocturnal animals.

          Eggs by Sue

    “NO SPRING CHICKEN”

New England chicken farmers 
discovered that chickens born 
in the Spring bought better 
prices, rather than old birds 
that had gone through the 
winter etc. Sometimes farmers 
tried to sell the old birds as a 
new spring born chicken. Smart
buyers often complained that a 
tough fowl was "no spring 
chicken" and so the term now is
used to represent birds (and 
even people) past their plump 
and tender years. 
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SOFA members are great
Cooks!

 Try this featured recipe 

THE ADVENTURES OF WAYNE & TIM
Wayne: “Got fixin's here for some stew!”
Tim: “Great! A homemade loaf of bread would sure taste good with that stew, don't ya think?”
Wayne: “Really? That'll be a new one I haven't seen you do!”
Tim: “Gonna take two dutch ovens for this! Spread the coals out to take in both ovens. ”  
Wayne: “Wow, this smells and looks great, how you gonna know when the bread is done?”
Tim:  “Duhhh.....probably raise the lid to check it....Oh crap the top is already brown!”
Wayne:   “Better remove those top coals till it finishes baking.”
Tim:       “Yeah yer right, I think that will work.”
Wayne:   “Holy Cow! This turned out great...I wonder what the rich folks are eatin' fer lunch?”
Tim:       “I dunno, but it can't be any better that this, ole friend!”

  Preheat oven to 425 degrees F (220 degrees C).

   Combine 3 1/2 cups berries with the sugar and flour. 

Spoon the mixture into an unbaked pie shell. Spread the 

remaining 1/2 cup berries on top of the sweetened berries, 

and cover with the top crust. 

   Seal and crimp the edges, and cut vents in the top crust 

for steam to escape. Brush the top crust with milk, and 

sprinkle with 1/4 cup sugar.

   Bake in the preheated oven for 15 minutes. Reduce the 

temperature of the oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C),

and bake for an additional 20 to 25 minutes, or until the 

filling is bubbly and the crust is golden brown. Cool on wire 

rack.

Tentative 2018 SOFA  schedule

March 8th...........................Forest Health
April 14th (Saturday).........Farm Tour (TBA)
May 10th............................Field Trip (Evening TBA)
June 14th............................Marketing Your Timber
July 21st (Saturday)...........King Family Farm Tour
August 9th..........................Annual Planning Meeting
September 13th...................Cast Iron Cookery (Evening at Tim's)
October 11th.......................Forestry to Family Room
November 8th.....................Open Mic & Photo Contest

The Pike Soil & Water
Conservation District

The District is in the process of taking 
orders for our 2018 Tree Seedling Sale.    
Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Kevin Yost
Senior District Technician
Pike Soil and Water Conservation District
11752 State Route 104
Waverly, Ohio 45690
Phone: (740) 947-5353
Email:  kevin.yost@oh.nacdnet.net
Web: www.pikeswcd.org

Simple Blackberry Pie

4 cups fresh blackberries 
1/2 cup white sugar 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 

1 recipe pastry for a 9 inch double crust pie 
2 tablespoons milk 
1/4 cup white sugar 
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38 species of invasive plants now illegal to sell in Ohio
01/08/2018

Columbus Dispatch, The Renault, Marion 

                                                      Ohio is taking a swing at nature's bullies!

    Under new rules that went into effect Sunday, the sale and distribution of 38 destructive, invasive plant species will 
become illegal. 
    In its list, the state agriculture department included various types of honeysuckles, Bradford pear trees, autumn 
olive shrubs and fig buttercup flowers that line freeways, choke wild spaces across Ohio. 
    State officials who already inspect nurseries and garden centers will watch for the now-prohibited species. 
    “A lot of these species offer all those qualities people look for when they're buying a plant; there's demand for them,” said 
Alistair Reynolds, a forester for the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. “Up until now, we didn't have any rules 
preventing the sale of them. There were no rules keeping them from getting into Ohio.” 
    This month, the Ohio Department of Agriculture also will assemble a five-person invasive plant advisory committee to 
review potential future additions to the no-sale list, agricultural administrator Dan Kenny said. 
    Biologists say there's no time to waste. “Plants evolved over millions of years. But invasives suddenly start spreading,” said 
Theresa Culley, a University of Cincinnati plant biologist. “Rather than waiting millions of years for an environment to 
change, it can take a few years.” 
    With speed and aggression, the newly prohibited invasive plants often consume, infect, out-compete and steal precious 
water or sunlight from Ohio's 174 endangered or threatened wildlife species. 
    Phragmites, a common reed grass pervasive in northern Ohio, for example, casts a shadow over native neighbors by 
towering upward of 12 feet. 
    Garlic mustard can release chemicals in the ground that prevent native plant seeds from germinating. 
    Kudzu — the vine that swallowed the South — has begun to coat buildings, cars and electric power lines in Ohio's 
southern regions. 
    Ohio State researchers have found bush honeysuckle plants can negatively impact the genetic fitness of Ohio's state 
bird, the cardinal. And the Japanese barberry shrub has been linked to increased tick population and incidence of Lyme 
disease. 
    “We may not see it with the naked eye when we're walking through the woods, but it's happening,” Reynolds said. “You see
something really pretty, but you don't see the damage.” 
    At least half of the 50,000 non-native species introduced to the United States are plants, which wreak more than $34 
billion a year in environmental, agricultural, industrial and public health damage, according to the Ohio Invasive Plant 
Council. 
    “You can eliminate an invasive, but you're always doing follow-up. A lot of money goes into this,” said Karen Siedel, a 
conservation project manager .“I don't know that many people addressing invasive species would say there's sufficient 
funding. We could use a lot more.” 
    The list will limit plant selection available to nurseries and landscape artists, said Andy Doesburg, president of Thornton 
Landscape based in Maineville, a village in Warren County. But it's a small setback compared to the benefit of instructing 
professional landscapers that species do more harm than good. 
    Land managers are waging costly battles against invasive species across the state, including the exotic emerald ash 
borer, zebra and quagga mussels, Asian carp, the West Nile virus and the bat-killing white-nose syndrome. 
    “We seem to get new mosquitoes, new insects, new plants and animals every growing season,” Reynolds said. “We're 
behind the ball; we're going to have to work really hard. It's a growing problem. It's not going away.” 

                                        O.R.C. 901:5-30-01  Invasive Plant Species.

   (A) In order to protect native plant species and thwart the growth of invasive plant species, the director of the 
Ohio department of agriculture pursuant to section 901.50 of the Revised Code hereby declares the plants listed in 
paragraphs (A)(1) through (A)(38) of this rule as invasive plants. The invasive plants are first designated by the 
plant's botanical name and then by the plants common name. The botanical name is the official designation for the
plant.
                                                 ODA InvasivePlantsNewsletter.pdf

Only in This Stupid World   
......do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to the back of the

store to get their prescriptions while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front.
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A WOMAN IN A BALLOON 
    A woman in a hot air balloon realized she was lost. She reduced altitude and spotted a man below. She descended a bit 
more and shouted: "'Excuse me, can you help me? I promised a friend I would meet him an hour ago but I don't know where I 
am".         

The man below replied "You're in a hot air balloon hovering approximately 30 feet above the ground. You're between 
40 and 41 degrees north latitude and between 59 and 60 degrees west longitude".

"You must be a technician." said the balloonist. "I am" replied the man "how did you know?" "Well," answered the 
balloonist, "everything you have told me is probably technically correct, but I've no idea what to make of your information and
the fact is, I'm still lost. Frankly, you've not been much help at all. If anything, you've delayed my trip with your talk."

The man below responded, "You must be in management". "I am" replied the balloonist, "but how did you know?" 
"Well," said the man "you don't know where you are or where you're going. You have risen to where you are, due to a 

large quantity of  hot air. You made a promise, which you've no idea how to keep, and you expect people beneath you to solve 
your problems. The fact is you are in exactly the same position you were in before we met, but now, somehow, you think it's 
my fault!

            This is the actual dialogue of a former WordPerfect Customer Support employee 
                             (now I know why they record these conversations)

    "Rich Hall computer assistance; may I help you?"
    "Yes, well, I'm having trouble with WordPerfect." : "What sort of trouble?" :  "Well, I was just typing along, and all of a 
sudden the words went away." :  "Went away?" :  "They disappeared." :  "Hmmm. So what does your screen look like now?" : 
"Nothing." :  "Nothing?" :  "It's a blank; it won't accept anything when I type." :  "Are you still in WordPerfect, or did you get 
out?" :  "How do I tell?" :  "Can you see the C: prompt on the screen?" :  "What's a sea-prompt?" :  "Never mind, can you 
move your cursor around the screen?" :  "There isn't any cursor: I told you, it won't accept anything I type." :  "Does your 
monitor have a power indicator?" :  "What's a monitor?" :  "It's the thing with the screen on it that looks like a TV. 
"Does it have a little light that tells you when it's on?" :  "I don't know."
 "Well, then look on the back of the monitor and find where the power cord goes into it. Can you see that?" :  "Yes, I think so."
 "Great. Follow the cord to the plug, and tell me if it's plugged into the wall." :  "Yes, it is."
 "When you were behind the monitor, did you notice that there were two cables plugged into the back of it, not just one?" :  
"No." :  "Well, there are. I need you to look back there again and find the other cable." :  "Okay, here it is."
 "Follow it for me, and tell me if it's plugged securely into the back of your computer." :  "I can't reach." :  "Uh huh. Well, can 
you see if it is?" :  "No." :  "Even if you maybe put your knee on something and lean way over?" : 
 "Oh, it's not because I don't have the right angle; it's because it's dark." : "Dark?" : 
 "Yes - the office light is off, and the only light I have is coming in from the window." : "Well, turn on the office light then." :  "I 
can't." : "No? Why not?" : "Because there's a power failure." :  "A power.......a power failure?.... Aha, Okay, we've got it licked 
now.“You still have the boxes and manuals and packing stuff your computer came in?" :  "Well, yes, I keep them in the closet."
 "Good. Go get them, and unplug your system and pack it up just like it was when you got it. Then take it back to the store you
bought it   from." :  "Really? Is it that bad?" :  "Yes, I'm afraid it is." :  "Well, all right then, I suppose. What do I tell them?"
                            "Tell them you're too #@%!! stupid to own a computer!"

                                               GINSENG HUNTERS

  Columbus, OH - Ginseng hunters are reminded that uncertified American ginseng (Panax quinquefolius) root may not be 
possessed after March 31 without a weight receipt, according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. Anyone planning
to keep uncertified ginseng beyond the deadline must schedule an appointment to get it weighed and documented.
  In Ohio, the harvest season for ginseng runs from Sept. 1 to Dec. 31 each year. All harvested ginseng must be certified by 
the ODNR Division of Wildlife prior to export from the state to verify its weight and legal origin. Federal law requires that all
state lots of ginseng be separated and totaled by the year. Because of this necessity, all uncertified ginseng must be weighed 
and accounted for each year.
  The export of American ginseng from the state of Ohio is regulated under the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and ODNR. Ginseng is a slow-growing 
perennial herb that is highly valued in the United States and worldwide for its alleged medicinal traits. Due to its value and 
significant harvest pressure, regulation on both harvest and export are necessary to ensure survival of the species.
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     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or

Corporation $25.

March 8 th

“FOREST HEALTH” 

PRESENTED BY DAVE APSLEY 

OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH. 

Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm
Brief meeting then the presentation beginning at 7:00 pm

(Building on right side of park lot as you enter)
As usual, bring a dish you wish to share, OR just come and help us eat what is there.

(We realize that not everyone has time to fix something,
please don’t let that stop you from coming to a meeting!

Sometimes we even have leftovers! Just ask Tim.)


